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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended ) In a system including a device that synchronizes with one 
or more synchronization partners, ¥d»rem-with t he result tha t a delete request for an object 
stored on the device can possibly resu lt i n an inadvertently dcletei on of corresponding objects 
from stores of theone or more synchronization partners jvhpn jftter synchronise^ 
tjhoj^ynch roni/.ation p artners, a method for deleting the object from a store of the device 
withnut_causLng an inud vcrtcnt delelionmg of the corresponding objects on_any of the one-or 
more-synchronization partners, the method comprising: 

as a firstm act a of -white synchronizing the device with a first synchronization 

partner^ using a filte r thatr -wlVeFem-tf)e--fiUeF excludes anthe object_so thatjt.js .not 

synchronized at the device , and thereby t arge ting that o bjc cL for dclctio n^Ujl^L^ig^ 

-from t4ie-&yBeto-oui zalk>n; 

as a ncxt an act, ef-reque$ting that th e targeted object be deleted from the device; 

thereafter, in response to t fre requested deletion of the targete d obi cc.L an act of 
determining fey-a syne-m^mage^-whether other synchronization partners are synchronizing 
th e targe ted objectif) resj>onse4e4l^requeat; and 

asfffl further acts, e£^<Hif^he-obje€^^ Ae-3yrK>^™*na£eF 
rielttrmines-it is determined t hat 

either the tar geted object is not being synchronized with the any_ of 
other synchronization partners^ or 

that none A)f_the other synchronization partners object to the rccyucstcd 
deletion* 

then proceeding with de leti on of the targ eted obj ect from th e devicc^but 
otherwise, 
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syncli fonixcd w ith titc fi rs t sviKliipn kMlmLl^lItn^L 

tlicreb y„. proven tin^ jinxJiuidw^ 
partners. t*How4heobj<3e-t~*e-be <k?te(:edrT 

2. (Curre ntl y Amended ) A method as defined in claims l_or.32, wherein the act of 
synchronizing die device further comprises an act of the user specifying parameters of the filter. 

3. ( Cancelled) 

4. (Currentl y Amende d) A method as defined in claims l_Oji32> wherein the act of 
requesting that the targeted object be deleted further comprises an act of sending a soft delete 
request from a first device sync module associated with the first synchronization partner to thea 
sync managcrjof th e device . 

5. ( Currently A mended) A method as defined in claim 41*, further comprising an act 
of updating tracking data of tithe first device sync module such that the first device sync module 
docs not subsequently synchronize th e target ed object wk li as sessed -with the first 
synchronization partner oven if the target ed object is not deleted jfrom the device. 

6. ( Currently Amen ded) A method as defined in claim 4+, further comprising an act 
of the sync manager identifying other device sync modules associated w ijh Qth er synchron jzgtjofl 
partners that synch ronizc^wjth Vhe-«tore-of-the devicefrxg-l^tU 1 " a svnc c ^ icnt r cAijiLraLicMUi^lfi 
main tained al the devi ce. 

I 7. (Cance lled) 
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8. (Curre ntly A m ended) A method as defined in claim 6, further comprising an act 
of updating tracking data associated with the other synchronization partners such that the 
targeted object is not subsequently synchronized with the other synchronization partners even if 
the object is not deleted JiijJie de^ce. 

9, (Original) A mediod as defined in claim 6, further comprising an act of the other 
device sync modules notifying the other synchronization partners that the object was soft deleted. 
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10. (Cun^jitJx^^PJDclcd) a system including a device having a store, wherein the 
store is synchronized with one or more synchronization partners, whei^^ihjh c rcsult .ihat a 
delete request for an object in the store can possibly result in an__iqadvcrlcru deletion of 
corresponding objects on the one or more synchronization partners j>ytan^^ 
d_cvlc^itlLjh^liart^^ a method for deleting an object from the store of the device without 

tl^ifrercktdedbv^^ 

parser, the method comprising the following acts: 

while sy nchronizing the device store with a first synchron iza tion partne r,, us j rig a 
fiii^l^t pvr.lndos an ob ject so thai it is no t sy nchronized al_th^_dcylcc w a]id thereby 
targ eting that ob j ect for deletion at th e d evice store; 

efl u^cl-of .a-fifsM*vice-syH€-i-nodnle-sending a soft delete request for.Oi^i{u:gsicd 
object . from a firs t svnc modulo at the device to a sync managerpf the device, wherein the 
£5 rs t device sync module is associated with the first synchronization partner; 

att-aet--&f- thoroaftei\ in response to t he soft delete requcstjo^^ 
the sync manager detennining whethe r any other synchronization partncrs_is hfo 
synchronizing the l^jgfilcd.object;jind 

an .. a ^^Ldclcting the targeted object from tlie device store^only if theno other 
synchronization partners^ a^-not-synchronizing the object^fHl 

<m ^ e ^£-viot~d^&m : ^h 
synefcFe^atioiv part^Fs4s-symrhfefl-ra+tg4he objeefc 

1 1 . (Cnngmly A mended ^) A method as defined in claims 1 0 or 33> further comprising 
an act of receiving the soft delete request from the first synclironization partner, wherein the soft 
delete request informs the first device sync module that the object is excluded by the filter and 
may be deleted from the store of the device. 
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12. (Curr ently A m ended ) A method as defined in claims 10 or 33 , wherein the- act -of 
^e-«f^eviee-^e--me<itfle-scnding flthe soft delete request JromihcJ]^ 

device further comprises an act of the first devke-sync module updating tracking data of-Ae-li-rst 
a e \4e^«yn(M«ec-kt4e-that is associated with the first synchronization partner such that the t^ctcd 
object is no longer synchronized by the first synchronization partner. 

13. (C^iJT^tlxAm^d^O A method as defined in claims 10_orJ3, wherein the other 
synchronization partners that synchronize the store of the device are registered in a tabic of the 
sync manager. 

14. (Curre ntly Amended) A method as defined in claims 10 or_33, further comprising 
an act of not synchronizing the tar^c tecLobject in future synchronizations between the device and 
the first synchronization partner. 

15. (Curr ently Ame nded) A method as defined in claims 10„or 33, wherein the act of 
deleting the t argeted object from th e device store further comprises an act of other device sync 
modules updating their tracking data such that the deletion of the tar geted object at the devic e 
store is not propagated to the corresponding objects of theany other synchronization partners 
earres pondiniz to the other device svnc roodules, 

16. (Curre ntly Amen ded) A method as defined in claims 10 or 33, further comprising: 
an act of the first device sync module tracking that the targete d object was soft 

deleted; and 

an act of ensuring that the other synchronization partners do not delete 
corresponding objects from stores of the synchronization partners. 
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17. (CjuT^y^jncndcd) A method as defined in claims 1 0.or further comprising; 
an act of allowing the other synchronization partners to delete the U!r-ctcd_objcct 
from their stores; and 

an act of preventing the target ed object from being deleted from a store of the first 
synchronization partner. 
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18. (Currently Amended) In a system including a device having a device store, 
wherein the devic e store of-the-^leviee-is synchronized with stores of one or more 
synchronization partners^yiihj^ 

stores of the swehroni zaj^^ synchro ni/dm^^^^^ a 

method for automatically deleting a data object from the store of the device without c^j/mgiin 
inadvertent deletjonin^of corresponding data objects from the stores of any .i?nhe_othcrjh6-one 
op-T>we-synchronization partners during future synchronizations, the method comprising, steps 
for: 

ft-step~-for-as a result of synchronizing the device store whh a store of a first 
synchronization partner, wterekHhe^yi^ a soft delete request 

for the a targeted data object at the device store ; 

a~step-fcr-queryinp all other sy nch ronization partners .of the d_<race-other-deviee 
gyt^o-n^e^^ttes to determine if the t arget ed data object is synchronized by_any_of thc_olhcr 
eno-OF-mere synchronization partners; 

a . S tep4<^gnmting the soft delete request_on]y if 

no other the-one-or-moro synchronization partners is.do-i^oV-synchroniziiige 
the targelecLdata object, and 

no other 0F-tf»the^^H»i^>or&-syiichroni/ation partners dcmcsgriirvt 
permission for the soft delete request^ an d otherwise , 

a _ft^p..f 0 f^denying the soft delete rc^uest-i^<>Fie-of-the--eH^or--more 
fiy^ohronk^iotvf^artners objects te4h^soft-dek4e-yeqttest. 

| 19. ( Currently A mended) A method as defined in claims 18 or 3 4, wherein the step 

for synchronizing the device store further comprises: 

an act of detecting that the data object docs not meet parameters of a filter used 
during the synchronization of the device store with the store of the first synchronization 
partner, 
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an act of updating tracking data of a first device sync module for the data object such 
that the object is no longer synchronized, the first device sync module associated with the 
first synchronization partner; and 

an act of the first device sync module sending the soft delete request to a sync 
manager. 

20. (Currently Amended ) A method as defined in claim 128, wherein the step for 
querying pother s ynchroniza tion partne rs devfee-syfte-m^lHles-further comprises: 

an act of a sync manager, which receives the soft delete request, determining if 
4he~other device sync modules track th e targ eted data object; 

if so, an act of determining whether the other device sync modules object to the 
deletion of the targeted data object; 

an act of not deleting the targeted data object when one of the other device sync 
modules objects to the deletion of the targeted data object; and 

an act of updating tracking data of the other device sync modules that do not 
object to the deletion of the targeted data object such that the targetedjlata^object is no 
longer synchronized through the other device sync modules. 

21. (C un-onllv Amended) A method as defined in claims 18px33, further comprising 
a step for ensuring that the targ eted data object is not deleted from anxjo£.tlie ene-op-moFe 
synchronization paitners. 

22. (Original) A method as defined in claim 21, further comprising an act of the other 
device sync modules notifying their corresponding synchronization partner that a soft delete was 
performed on the data object. 

23-31 (Cancelled) 
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32. (New) la a system including a device that synchronizes with one or more 
synchronization partners, with the result that a delete request for an object stored on the device 
can possibly result in an inadvertent deletion of corresponding objects from stores of one or more 
synchronization partners when later synchronizing the device with those synchronization 
partners, a computer program product comprised of a computer-readable medium for storing 
computer-executable instructions for implementing a method for deleting the object from a store 
of the device without causing an inadvertent deletion of the corresponding objects on any of the 
synchronization partners, and wherein the method is comprised of: 

as a first act, while synchronizing the device with a first synchronization partner, 

using a filter that excludes an object so that it is not synchroni7.cd at the device, and 

thereby targeting that object for deletion at the device; 

as a next act, requesting that the targeted object be deleted from the device; 

thereafter, in response to the requested deletion of the targeted object, an act of 
determining whether other synchronization partners are synchronizing the targeted 
object; and 

as further acts, if it is determined that 

cither the targeted object is not being synchronized with the any of tho 
other synchronization partners, or 

that none of the other synchronization partners object to the requested 
deletion, 

then proceeding with deletion of the targeted object from the device, but 
otherwise, 

not deleting the targeted object from the device even though it is no longer 
synchronized with the first synchronization partner, 

thereby preventing any inadvertent deletion from other synchronization 
partners. 
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33. (New) In a system including a device having a store, wherein the store is 
synchronized with one or more synchronization partners, with the result that a delete request for 
an object in the store can possibly result in an inadvertent deletion of corresponding objects on 
the one or more synchronization partners when later synchroi\izing the device with those 
partners, a computer program product comprised of a computer-readable medium for storing 
computer-executable instructions for implementing a method for deleting an object from the 
store of the device without causing an inadvertent deletion of corresponding objects on any of 
the synchronization partners, and wherein the method is comprised of the following acts: 

while synchronizing the device store with a first synchronization partner, using a 
filter that excludes an object so that it is not synchronized at the device, and thereby 
targeting that object for deletion at the device store; 

sending a soft delete request for the targeted object from a first sync module at the 
device to a sync manager of the device, wherein the first device sync module is 
associated with the first synchronization partner; 

thereafter, in response to the soft delete request for the targeted object, the sync 
manager determining whether any other synchronization partner is synchronizing the 
targeted object; and 

deleting the targeted object from the device store only if no other synchronization 
partner is synchronizing the object. 
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34. (New) In a system including a device having a device store, wherein the device 
store is synchronized with stores of one or more synchronization partners, with the result that a 
delete request for a data object of the device store can possibly result in an inadvertent deletion 
of corresponding data objects at one or more of the stores of the synchronization partners when 
later synchronizing the device with those partners, a method for automatically deleting a data 
object from the store of the device without causing an inadvertent deletion of corresponding data 
objects from the stores of any of the other synchronization partners during future 
synchronizations, the method comprising steps for: 

as a result of synchronizing the device store with a store of a first synchronization 
partner, generating a soft delete request for a targeted data object at the device store; 

qxicrying all other synchronization partners of the device to determine if the 
targeted data object is synchronized by any orthe other synchronization partners; 

granting the soft delete request only if 

no other synchronization partner is synchronizing the targeted data object, 

and 

no other synchronization partner denies permission for the soft delete 
request, and otherwise, 

denying the soft delete request. 



Page 12 of 16 



PAGE 16/21 ' RCVDAT 12/16/2004 5:08:46 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:18013281707 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-58 



